Radiation oncology emergencies.
Radiation therapy is an important and effective treatment modality when used in the management of oncologic emergencies. For any patient who has MSCC, ISCM, SVC syndrome, or life-threatening hemoptysis/obstruction, optimal management hinges on efficient multidisciplinary evaluation and communication to arrive at a treatment plan tailored to the individual patient. Optimal management may include steroids, surgery, chemotherapy, or bronchoscopic intervention. When radiation therapy is used, the total dose and fractionation schedule should be tailored to the disease setting and life expectancy of the patient.